Federal and Provincial Animal Laws

Federal Law

Criminal Code of Canada

e Sections 445 to 447 of the Criminal Code prohibit wilfully causing unnecessary pain,

suffering, or injury to animals.

e Offenses include killing, maiming, wounding, poisoning, or injuring animals;
encouraging animal fighting; or willful neglect.

e Penalties can include jail time, fines, or a lifetime ban on animal ownership.

Health of Animals Act

e This federal law regulates the health and humane treatment of animals, mainly addressing

diseases, import/export, and humane transport.

Provincial and Territorial Laws

Each province and territory in Canada has its own animal protection statutes. Here is a list
including key statutes by region:

Province/Territory
Alberta
British Columbia
Manitoba

New Brunswick
Newfoundland and
Labrador

Northwest Territories

Nova Scotia
Nunavut

Ontario

Prince Edward Island
Quebec
Saskatchewan
Yukon

Legislation Name
Animal Protection Act

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act
Animal Care Act

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act; Livestock
Operations Act

Animal Health and Protection Act

Dog Act
Animal Protection Act

Dog Act (Nunavut)

Provincial Animal Welfare Services Act, Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Act, Livestock Community Sales Act, Dog Owner's

Liability Act

Animal Welfare Act

Animal Welfare and Safety Act
Animal Protection Act

Animal Protection Act (Yukon)



https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-46/page-60.html#docCont
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/h-3.3/
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-a-41/latest/rsa-2000-c-a-41.html
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96372_01
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/statutes/ccsm/_pdf.php?cap=a84
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/document/cs/2014-C.132
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/document/cs/L-11.01
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/document/cs/L-11.01
https://www.assembly.nl.ca/legislation/sr/statutes/a09-1.htm
https://www.justice.gov.nt.ca/en/files/legislation/dog/dog.a.pdf
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/animal%20protection.pdf
https://www.nunavutlegislation.ca/en/consolidated-law/dog-act-consolidation
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/19p13
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/97f41
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/97f41
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90l22
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90d16
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90d16
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/legislation/animal-welfare-act
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/en/document/cs/b-3.1
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/90971
https://yukonassembly.ca/sites/default/files/2022-10/35-1-bill020-animal-protection-control-act.pdf

Important Notes:

e Provincial animal welfare statutes often address both companion and farm animals but
may exempt certain industries (e.g., agriculture, research).

o Enforcement and standards of care may differ. For example, Ontario's Provincial Animal
Welfare Services Act (PAWS, in force since 2020) sets standards of care and carries
some of the strongest penalties in Canada, with fines up to $130,000 and jail time.

e Most provinces’ statutes make it an offense to cause "distress" to animals, but typically
provide exceptions for activities deemed “reasonable and generally accepted practices”
(e.g., for farming or animal use industries).

Federal and provincial/territorial animal cruelty laws are enforced by a combination of police,
provincial/territorial ministries, and animal welfare organizations such as the SPCA.
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